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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 

1 - 2. (Canceled) 



3. (Currently Amended) a n ^mnrpmnnt Hnimrd in c l aim 2, in j 
ryotom including severa l cynchronicat i on m astefs. An arrangement in a communication 
system including a TDM bus, a number o f transmitters and receivers connected to said 
bus, at least one synchronization mast er developing Frame Synchronization signals , a 
stable oscillator supplying a free-running data clock, and a timeslot counter in each 
transmitter/ receiver wherein 

a free running data clock frequen cy is selected to give a number of periods wjthin 
a frame that is always at least on e more than a number of timeslots required, the 
periods that exceed the number of timeslot s rectuired constituting a dummy nprinri 

wherein each timeslot counter is adapted to identify the dummy period h Y 
introducing a carry bit, which is set each ti m e the timeslot counter exceeds the number 
of timeslots reouired: and 

the frame synchronization sig nals are synchronized to the free-running data 
clgck^wherein a switch over to another synchronization synohronlcat i on master takes 
place during the dummy period if the active synchronization cynchronioation master 
fails, fail 



4 - 5. (Canceled) 



6. (Currently Amended) A method nn dnimnrt in rjjj,,, 0> for 
synchronizing a Frame Synchronization (FSJ sign*. and a dWcteck signal (CA K) in a 

TDM-bus system, said system including a n„mh»r of transmits an * ^ 

connected to .aid bus, at least one ,vnr^ m ^ n master ^ tt , ln pinf} ^ 
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synchronization signals, a stable oscillator supplying a free running data clock, and a 

timeslot counter in each transmitter/ receiver, the method comprising the ste ps of: 
developing the FS signal fro m an external communication signal: 
producing the CLK signal fro m a stable oscillator independent of the FS signal: 
selecting a freguencv of said clock signal (CLK) so that a number of periods 

within a frame is always at least one more than the number of timeslots reouired. the 

periods e xceeding this number constituting a dummy period. 

wherein a carry bit is introduc ed in the timeslot counters to identify the dummy 

period, the carry bit being set each t ime the counters exceed the required number of 

timeslots on the TDM bus; 

synchronizing th e FS signal to the CLK signal: and 

supplying the synchronized FS signal to the TDM-bus wherein the system will switch 

over to another synchronization synchroni c ation master during said dummy period if 

[[a]] an active synchronization synohro n icotion master fails fail 
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